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Mercury. The Egyptians, from whom the greatest
part of other people have learned the secret of those
rings, had also other talismans for all parts of the
body. And perhaps it is for this that we find so
many little figures of gods, men, and animals, in
the ancient tombs of this country. The most an-
cient talismans are made upon plants, branches of
trees, or roots. Josephus speaks of them in the
eighth book of his Antiquities, and attributes the
invention of them to Solomon. They apply, says
he, to the nose of the sick possessed by the Devil, a
ring, wherein a root was set instead of a stone:
Solomon had taught it in his works. This historian
says, that he has even seen the effects; and that a
Jew, Eleazer by name, cured many possessed in
this manner, in the presence of the emperor Vespa-
sian. The ancient Egyptians believed that certain
stones, cut out into beetles, had considerable virtues
to procure strength and courage for those that carried
them about with them; because, says -Mian, this
animal has no female, and is an image of the sun.
They put likewise sometimes the figures of frogs in
talismans, and Pliny testifies that if we believe
those that improve that science, a parcel of frogs
ought to be esteemed more significant in a com-
monwealth than a body of laws. JElian says, that
those of Egypt took a reed, which preserved them
from being devoured by adders or crocodiles of the
Nile, and that they are the emblem of wisdom
and prudence. Tzetzes relateth, that a philoso-
pher put a stop to a plague at Antioch, by a talis-
man of stone, wherein there was the head of
Charon graved. Apollonius made use of the figures
of storks and serpents, and the Egyptians commonly
made use of the figures of Serapis, of Canopus,
god of the Egyptians, of the spar-hawk and asp,
against the evils which might come from the four
elements, earth, water, air, and fire.